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After several connecting flights and twenty-four hours in the air, we arrived in late evening at Pago 

Pago in American Samoa. The next day, we met our contact in American Samoa, Agnes Varo, and 

then went to meet Bishop John Quinn to discuss the programs we would be hosting there in about a 

week. That evening, we had the privilege of sharing the Gospel and inviting people to make a 

renewed commitment to Jesus in their lives after a Mass at a Catholic home for the aged called 

Hope House. We then joined the priest in praying for healing for the people that were there, as 

well as the Sisters of the Order of the Preacher, Dominican Sisters of the Trinity, who work at the 

House of Hope, and afterwards invited all to our upcoming programs. The next day, after a short 

flight, our team met us at the airport in Western Samoa. There was Carol Ah Chong, who is our 

contact here in Samoa; Kristin Taylor, who is an official Princess of Samoa; and Ray Hurley, Lolly 

Schmidt, and Jane Yonky from Florida, who joined us  for prayer support. 

 
We came at the request of Bishop Alipati, to minister catechesis to his youth.  As we met with him 

prior to the program, he said, "I want you to make our youth love Jesus and the Catholic Church."  

The Bishop has brought in Samoan youth from Auckland, Christchurch, New South Wales, and other 

cities in New Zealand, as well as youth from Sydney, Melbourne, Victoria, and other cities in 

Australia. There were also youth from Hawaii and other Pacific Islands, as well as several cities in 

California. 

 
They all traveled here for Samoan Youth Day 2012. We were told that over 3000 kids, their priests, 

and chaperones answered the bishop's call. We were surprised to learn that in the city of Auckland, 

there are twenty-five Samoan parishes with Samoan priests. They work hard to keep their Samoan 

identity and culture. The youth were all very friendly and outgoing, and it was a joy to be with 

them. 

 
This was a very ambitious undertaking. The Archdiocese of Samoa-Apia was divided into eleven 

zones, and the various parishes in each zone hosted groups from abroad. Prior to the main 

celebration, they provided lodging, food, and transport for all these youth, and the youth put on 

programs for the parishioners as well. At Tofamamao, the Archdiocesan Retreat Center, the eleven 

zones built eleven fales  for the youth to sleep in. A fale is a large, open-air shelter built in 

traditional Samoan style. They worked great, except for the morning that it rained sideways and 

everyone and their belongings got soaked! 

 
The opening ceremonies officially started with Mass and were filled with a lot of color, cultural 

dance, and music.  We had four days to minister, with a different group of kids each day.  All the 

youth were rotated between four different venues. Renewal Ministries taught the Catechetic 

tract, and John Canadaughn from Australia and Sister Clare from New Zealand ministered at one 

venue on the theme of the promises of Divine Mercy. Divine Mercy is probably the most popular 

movement in Samoa. At another venue, the youth were given talks on vocation, and the final 

venue was on communication. 



 
Our program was similar each day.  After a time of praise and worship by a local music ministry, 

Carol Ah Chong acted as our master of ceremonies and introduced the team and program for the 

day. She told of how she had become involved in ministry and about Baby Miracle, a severely 

handicapped child left to die but rescued, who they all seemed to know and who has become 

famous throughout Samoa. Because of Baby Miracle, severely handicapped children are no longer 

kept hidden for the rest of their lives. Kristin then shared some of her music and gave her testimony 

of how she began working with the handicapped and homeless after the death of her parents. She 

encouraged the youth to be bold in using their own individual gifts for the Lord and to expect God 

to use them in powerful ways! 

 
Lloyd then gave them the basic Gospel using Scripture to tell them of God's plan for their lives and 

that there were no accidents or unplanned pregnancies among the youth. It was God who formed 

them in their mother's womb and He had a perfect plan for each of them. He wove in Catholic 

apologetics as he talked, telling them the Bible was a good Catholic book given to the world at the 

Councils of Hippo and Carthage. He told them that their parents and Godparents had said “yes” for 

them at their baptism, but they needed to ratify that covenant for themselves. He then led them in 

a prayer of giving their lives to Jesus. Many youth and adults came up to him later to thank him for 

his talk. 

 
Kristin then came back on to share a song or two, so there would not be non-stop talking, and then I 

came on to share about blocks to receiving the love of the Father, and the many gifts that the Holy 

Spirit wished to give them to serve in the ministries God was calling them to. I shared on the Five 

Keys to freedom and shared about how the devil always attacks us in our identity and destiny. I then 

gave my personal testimony of my  journey to Christ. As usual, we used a number of skits to illustrate 

the points of my talk. The final talk was on forgiveness, and then I led the group in a forgiveness 

prayer, reminding them of those people in their lives they needed to forgive. 

 
Kristin or I would then share a group participation song, which got the youth up and moving. 

Lloyd would then teach on the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist. He did it from an 

apologetics standpoint, and you could tell that many eyes were opened to the truth of our 

Catholic faith.  Lloyd has a real gift, possibly because he is a convert, of presenting our faith in a 

clear and concise way that excites the people.  One priest, Fr. Timu, who we were told has the 

overall responsibility of the Samoan communities in New Zealand, came up to Lloyd after his talk 

and asked if we could come to Auckland to teach the same program we taught here at Samoan 

Youth Day 2012! 

 

In the late afternoon, the youth were brought into Apia, where they would do street 

evangelization. They would stop on street corners and sing and present their faith to all who 

came by.  Although they were not well prepared to present the Gospel, they certainly were 

enthusiastic!  Each evening, a different group from the various cities and countries where they 



had come from would do very elaborate dances and music to present some theme of 

evangelization.   It was all very colorful and kept the youth involved and excited. 

 
Our team walked among the youth and passed out Miracle Prayer Cards and prayed for a number of 

people who asked them for prayer. One evening, the team was asked to pray for a group related 

to Carol. There were a number of problems and people in need of healing and it appeared that 

the Lord worked powerfully! One baby that had a heart murmur that greatly concerned its 

parents and doctor. They went back to the doctor after prayer, and the murmur was gone! To the 

Lord be all glory, honor and praise! 

 
The closing Mass was huge! There was a lot of cultural dance and music, and there were two priests 

ordained during the Mass.  I think it was a real witness for all the thousands of youth when they 

saw how the Church honored these two men, and I pray that many vocations were inspired that 

day.  After the Mass, all the speakers and priests were invited for a thank-you dinner.  The 

archbishop then gave us some gifts of shirts and other small items. He said he would really like us 

to think about Auckland next year. The next morning, we headed to American Samoa. 

 
Western Samoa joined with New Zealand and Australia in changing the side of the street you drive 

on and adopting their time zone. Much of the business Samoa does is with countries in that time 

zone, so in essence, they get an extra day of work by having the same time zone, instead of having 

two different Sundays when business is not done. That means that after the thirty-five minute 

flight from Western Samoa to American Samoa, we went from Monday to Sunday once more. 

After checking into our hotel, we went to a special youth Mass and all the diocesan youth then 

came to our program in the parish hall at the cathedral. Although we didn't count them, there 

were at least 200 of them. 

 

After all the usual protocol and welcoming by Bishop John Quinn, we introduced the team. Then 

the youth had some dances prepared for us. They were great. Samoans are gifted musically and it 

is used mostly for the Lord. Kristin led the group in some of her music. The theme the diocese 

has adopted for the youth was to "Say no to drugs, alcohol, and tobacco." With this in mind, I 

gave my testimony and talked about getting and staying free from those things that trap us in 

the bondage of sin. I  then led the youth in a prayer of forgiveness and to release all the hurt in 

their heart to Jesus. 

 
Kristin gave a passionate talk about the personal devastation drugs and alcohol has had on her 

family. Two of her sisters are dead because of drugs—one died in car accident driving under the 

influence, and the other died of heartache after her sister's death. She talked of the devastation 

impacting her parents and family. She also mentioned the problems that she deals with daily with 

her eight adopted teenagers. She sang one of the moving songs that the Lord gave her to help her 

through the tragedy of her sisters’ and then her parent's death. 

 



Once again, Lloyd gave the basic Gospel message and led the youth in a prayer to make an adult 

decision to invite Jesus to be the Lord of their lives. The kids were very attentive; I believe they 

really wanted a change in their lives and were convinced that Jesus was the only answer. Lloyd 

then shocked the group when he started rapping about the Lord. There was first stunned 

disbelief and then laughter and applause! 

 
Afterwards, we did some oldies-but-goodies songs that require audience participation: Jesus is the 

Rock and Trading My Sorrows. They loved it. When we finished, they gave each of us a "platter" of 

food.  In the Samoan culture, you are expected to give as much or more than you received. The 

"gifting" process at weddings and funerals has put many families in debt. The banks have stopped 

lending money for such activities that were once common. Samoa and American Samoa are some 

of the few places in the world that don't expect or look for a monetary tip. 

 
Despite the incredible beauty of the people and area, Samoan youth are still at high risk for 

suicide. New Zealand, we heard but did not verify, has at least four a month. The Samoan 

population in New Zealand is as large as the county of Samoa. I asked the reason for such a tragic 

response from teens. The answer by Samoans was lack of love by parents. Children are to be seen 

but not heard. They have no vote or say in any decisions that affect them. Teens and young adults 

are expected to get a job or career and send the majority of the paycheck to the parents and 

family. The chief, or matai, has final say on everything. 

 
One priest told of a chief that was educated in the West. When he came back, some of his friends 

from the university came to visit. During the visit, his friend got bit by a dog in the village. We 

saw dogs everywhere while in Samoa, and we were told not to go walking because of the dogs. 

This vicious dog problem is not new. Anyway, the chief said to his people, "This won't happen 

again; no more dogs or pigs in this village ." By the end of the week, they were all gone! Now this 

was probably a good decision, but it included all sweet family pets and potential food source (the 

pigs) for all poor as well as well-off members of the village. 

 
Some say that parents don't take time for their children. W e  h e a r d  o ne story of a teen who 

tried to communicate his emptiness and hopelessness to his parents, but was denied the 

opportunity to express his feelings. They said they were too busy. Finally, he told them he would 

commit suicide, but he was still not believed or taken seriously.     So he climbed a tall tree in the 

front yard of his home, with rope in hand, while the younger siblings were playing beneath and 

the mother was watching TV. Putting the rope around his neck, he stepped out into space and into 

eternity, carrying out this bizarre and incredibly tragic action. The smiling mask these young 

people wear is often covering up their true selves. 

 
This is one of the most difficult countries to work in because of the deception. I believe this 

deception of evil runs throughout all of society, including the Church. In the past, we seemed to be 

given lip service by some of the clergy, but not full acceptance as in other countries. In Samoa, 

because we are invited by the archbishop, we are not blocked, but it sometimes seemed we were 



only tolerated. However, we were told that the archbishop relieved thirteen  of his priests from duty 

last year, and most others seem to have gotten the message! 

 
Personally, this is a difficult country to come to. My dad passed away while we were here in 2005. 

We were on an out-island with no communication, and the end was near when we finally got word 

of his situation.  I relived the decision I made in 2005 when he told me, through my mom, to 

continue the mission in Samoa, because this was what the Lord wanted from me. I sometimes 

wish I had gone home, but don't know if I would have gotten home in time to communicate with 

him before his death. We did get home an hour-and-a-half before the funeral so I could be there 

for my mom. Thank you Jesus! 

 
On this trip, my Mom was taken to the hospital and put in emergency surgery for a blockage in her 

colon. After surgery, just like I did with Dad, I asked her if she wanted me to come home, and she 

answered the same way, knowing that was exactly what my Dad's response would have been. We 

stayed. She came through the surgery with no problems, but they did find colon cancer. She is 

recovering well, and will probably not have radiation or chemo. She is ninety,  and those treatments 

would destroy any good quality of life. 

 
Any time we get an opportunity to minister to youth, it is a privilege and a blessing.  Working with 

the thousands of Samoan youth really gave us a sense of accomplishment and of really making a 

difference in the lives of others.  I feel we brought an essential message and gave them an 

opportunity to encounter the living God.  We led them in prayers of forgiveness and 

acceptance of the Lordship of Jesus Christ. The future is in God's very capable hands. Thanks for 

allowing us to serve!  

 


