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In our July newsletter, we published Cardinal Müller’s Manifesto, which so clearly reaffirmed important truths of our faith 
that have been surrounded with fog and confusion, even in Rome. As I meditated on his thoughts, I felt inspired to write a 
Manifesto for Renewal Ministries that clearly states where we stand in the ongoing spiritual battle, who we are, and what 
we are planning. I hope you find this vision informative and inspiring. I do!

What are we facing? 
We’re facing a very grave decline in the life of the 
Catholic Church. And if the body that is supposed 
to be salt and light to the world loses its savor . . . the 
consequences for the Church and the world will not 
be good. 

The statistics are not improving! Years ago, I used to 
make use of statistics to try to wake people up to the 
seriousness of our situation and to elicit a greater 
generosity and clarity of response to Jesus. But after 
a certain point, I stopped using statistics, because 
almost everybody knew the situation was bad, and  
they didn’t need any more convincing. But because 
this is an attempt to lay out our vision for the future 
of Renewal Ministries, I want to review the current 
situation once more. The headline on the front page 
of our local Sunday newspaper recently read: 

“Catholics struggle as numbers fall.” 

Embarrassing, but true. 

A Remnant

And what are the current numbers? Not pretty. These 
numbers are for the State of Michigan from 2000 to 
2018 but would be very similar for most states, other 
than the Sunbelt states that benefit from migration 
from the north and immigration of Hispanics, who 
are traditionally Catholic.1

 49% decline in infant baptisms

 54% decline in Catholic marriages

 46% decline in First Communions

 49% decline in enrollment in Catholic grade 
schools

 48% decline in K-12 religious education   
classes
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During this time, the state’s population stayed relatively 
stable; in fact, it recently peaked at about ten million, 
which was similar to population numbers before the 2008 
economic downturn. 

While these statistics are bad in themselves, what they 
portend for the future is worse. Out of the approximately 
twenty-one percent of those nominally Catholic who still 
attend Mass somewhat regularly, the number of people 
who attend drops as the ages drop, with young people es-
pecially absent from many churches. Nationwide, for every 
person who enters the Catholic Church, six people leave. 

Some Michigan Catholic dioceses are national leaders in 
the seriousness with which they’ve attempted to “change 
the culture of the Church” to one of evangelization. I’ve 
participated in these efforts myself as director of Graduate 
Theology Programs in the New Evangelization at Sacred 
Heart Major Seminary in the Archdiocese of Detroit, a 
very good seminary. But despite massive investments of 
time and money, the statistics are not yet improving. It is 
very likely that societal trends are so strong and years of 
negligence in teaching and preaching the truth in par-
ishes and schools so great, that many Catholics who still 
attend Church have gone over to the “world” in terms of 
what they really believe, how they live, and how they are 
raising their children, guaranteeing that further erosion 
of attendance and numbers is extremely likely, no mat-
ter what efforts are currently being made. We will almost 
certainly be reduced to a remnant, perhaps a despised 
remnant, by those who form part of an apostate church 
and a society that is hostile to true faith and morality. So 
what shall we do? What is Renewal Ministries going to do 
in response to this?

We must consider: What are we called to do?

We firmly believe that Jesus Christ is Lord and that He is 
the same yesterday, today, and forever. We firmly believe 
that God has permitted all the negligence, cowardice, 
complicity in evil, and lack of a clear sound from the 
trumpet, for many years now, and that He has a plan to 
bring good out of this horrific evil. Negligence and infidel-

ity are being exposed. Corruption 
and cowardice are being unveiled. 
Either we will turn to the Lord in 
humble repentance and ask Him to 
have mercy on us, or the unravel-
ing will continue. We may indeed 
be reduced to a remnant. In any 
case, in God’s perfect time, the 
unrepentant wicked will be judged, 
and those suffering for righteous-
ness’ sake will be vindicated.

But God has often allowed His people to be purified and 
pruned in this way, and He has begun again with a faithful 
remnant, out of which powerful renewal comes. Out of 
Noah, He gave a new beginning to the human race that 
had fallen into wickedness. Out of Gideon and his little-
ness, the Lord brought victory over His people's enemies. 
And Jesus Himself started with a small number; out of their 
radical love, faith, and willingness to give their own lives 
even to the death, the Church grew. It can happen again. 
It is happening again where people give their lives to the 
Lord with generosity and bear the fruit that Jesus asked us 
all to bear. It may not show up in the statistics for a long 
time, but under the surface, the Lord is powerfully work-
ing, drawing people into deep relationship with Himself 
and one another.

RALPH MARTIN
Renewal Ministries' President

Ralph Martin is the president of 
Renewal Ministries, a co-host of The 
Choices We Face, an author, a speaker, 
and director of Graduate Theology 
Programs in the New Evangelization 
at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in 
Detroit, Michigan. He is married 
to Anne and has six children and 
seventeen grandchildren.
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PETER HERBECK
Renewal Ministries' Vice President   
and Director of Missions 

Peter Herbeck is the vice president 
and director of missions for Renewal 
Ministries, a co-host of The Choices 
We Face, host of Fire on the Earth, 
and is an author and frequent 
conference speaker. Peter and his 
wife, Debbie, have four children and 
seven grandchildren.

Sr. Ann Shields

Renewal Ministries'
Leadership Team

SR. ANN SHIELDS, SGL
Renewal Ministries' Leadership Team

Sr.  Ann Shields,  SGL, is  an 
internationally noted conference 
and retreat speaker, author, and host 
of Food for the Journey. She is part of 
Renewal Ministries’ leadership team 
and a member of The Servants of 
God’s Love, a charismatic religious 
community established in the 
Diocese of Lansing, Michigan.

...the
Church 
grew. 
It can

happen 
again.

Renewal Ministries is growing—and in this newsletter, you will meet each team member. Some 
people have been with us for all forty years (and more) of our ministry; some have joined us this 
year.  We are grateful for each one of them and this work the Lord has commissioned us to do!MEET OUR TEAM
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From the crisis of today the Church of tomorrow will 
emerge—a Church that has lost much. She will become 
small and will have to start afresh more or less from the 
beginning. She will no longer be able to inhabit many 
of the edifices she built in prosperity. As the number 
of her adherents diminishes, so will she lose many of 
her social privileges. In contrast to an earlier age, she 
will be seen much more as a voluntary society, entered 
only by free decision. . . .

But in all of the changes at which one might guess, 
the Church will find her essence afresh and with full 
conviction in that which was always at her center: 
faith in the triune God, in Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God made man, in the presence of the Spirit until the 
end of the world. In faith and prayer she will again 
recognize her true center and experience the sacraments 
again as the worship of God and not as a subject for 
liturgical scholarship.

The Church will be a more spiritual Church, not 
presuming upon a political mandate, flirting as little 
with the Left as with the Right. It will be hard going 
for the Church, for the process of crystalization and 
clarification will cost her much valuable energy. It will 
make her poor and cause her to become the Church of 
the meek.

The process will be all the more arduous, for sectarian 
narrow-mindedness as well as pompous self-will will 
have to be shed. One may predict that all of this will 

take time. The process will be long and wearisome as 
was the road from the false progressivism of the eve 
of the French Revolution—when a bishop might be 
thought smart if he made fun of dogmas and even 
insinuated that the existence of God was by no means 
certain—to the renewal of the nineteenth century.

But when the trial of this sifting is past, 
a great power will flow from a more 
spiritualized and simplified Church.
Men in a totally planned world will find themselves 
unspeakably lonely. If they have completely lost sight 
of God, they will feel the whole horror of their poverty. 
Then they will discover the little flock of believers as 
something wholly new. They will discover it as a hope 
that is meant for them, an answer for which they have 
always been searching in secret.

And so it seems certain to me that the Church is facing 
very hard times. The real crisis has scarcely begun. 
We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am 
equally certain about what will remain at the end: not 
the Church of the political cult, which is dead already 
. . . but the Church of faith. She may well no longer be 
the dominant social power to the extent that she was 
until recently; but she will enjoy a fresh blossoming 
and be seen as man’s home, where he will find life and 
hope beyond death.2

GARY SEROMIK
Renewal Ministries' Chief Operating 
Officer

Gary Seromik is Renewal Ministries’ 
chief operating officer and has 
worked with Ralph since 1972. 
Gary and his wife, Anilu, have four 
children and six grandchildren.
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FR. GRAHAM KEEP
Renewal Ministries' Chaplain

Fr. Graham Keep, STL, serves in 
the diocese of London, Ontario, 
and is currently pastor of a family 
of five churches. He has served the 
Renewal Ministries’ staff through 
monthly visits for twenty-five years 
and has participated in missions to 
Slovakia, Ukraine, Ghana, Tanzania, 
Hungry, Czech Republic, Romania, 
and more.

Pastor in the
Diocese of 
London,
Ontario
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DR. MARY HEALY
Renewal Ministries' Leadership Team

Dr. Mary Healy is a special consultant 
to Renewal Ministries, a professor of 
Sacred Scripture at Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary in Detroit, an 
author, and an international speaker 
on topics related to Scripture, 
evangelization, healing, and the 
spiritual life. She also is one of the 
first three women ever to serve on 
the Pontifical Biblical Commission.

Professor at
Sacred Heart

Major
Seminary

“GOD HAS OFTEN ALLOWED HIS PEOPLE TO BE PURIFIED AND PRUNED IN THIS WAY, 
AND HE HAS BEGUN AGAIN WITH A FAITHFUL REMNANT, OUT OF WHICH POWERFUL RENEWAL COMES.”

“

”

Isn’t this unraveling what Pope Benedict XVI foresaw many years ago?



We are blessed to have 
board members 

with a broad range 
of gifts who come 

together to oversee 
the direction of 

the ministry.

EPISCOPAL ADVISERS:
Archbishop Robert Carlson (US) & Cardinal Thomas Collins (CAN)
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JACK LYNCH
Renewal Ministries' TV and Radio 
Producer

Jack Lynch is Renewal Ministries’ TV 
and radio producer. He and his wife, 
Lisa, have five children and eight 
grandchildren, with one on the way. 
Jack ran for Congress in 2008 and 
2010 and has led Life in the Spirit 
Seminars for over forty years.
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LAURA GURTA
Renewal Ministries' Product Manager 
and Administrative Assistant

Laura Gurta is Renewal Ministries’ 
product manager/administrative 
assistant, overseeing the website 
bookstore, on-line donations, and 
our in-office product room. She 
is married with four children, two 
sons-in-law, and nine grandchildren.

 US BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pictured L-R: Deacon Daniel Foley (Chairman), Nancy Timmis, Fr. 
Dave Pivonka, Deacon Larry Oney, Tom O’Brien, Ellen Holian-
Mykrantz (Former Member), Tim Patton (Former Member), Sha-
ron Doran,  Ralph Martin, Laurie Manhardt, Robert Van Norden 

*Not Pictured: Tim Holian, son of the late Ellen Holian-Mykrantz; 
Shann Patton

 CANADIAN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pictured Inset: Msgr. Gregory Smith (Chairman)

Pictured L-R:  Jim Cavnar, Domenic Inneo, Ralph Martin, Gary 
Seromik, Fr. James Mallon, Bishop Scott McCaig, Vernon Rob-
ertson, Peter Herbeck, Deacon Tom Welsh, Miriam Wright. John 
Germaine, shown front center, retired this year. 

*Not Pictured: Robert Shiley

A New Springtime Arises

It is out of decisions like this, of renewed loyalty to Jesus 
Christ and His Church, to His whole teaching, that the 
“new springtime” prophesied by St. John Paul II will arise. 
As some have pointed out, the “first springtime” of the 
Church came through hostility, persecution, and martyr-
dom, and so may also the “new springtime.” 

It is with joy and confidence that I write these difficult 
words. Jesus indeed is the Lord and always will be. He has 
a plan. That plan includes all of us! Let’s all continue to 
give ourselves to the Lord in all the everyday ways that 
present themselves, and persevere to the end! He is with 
us, and He will give us everything we need. He who did 
not spare His own Son—will He not also give us all that 
we need (Rom 8:32)?

I also write this with a sense of great gratitude. Those of 
us associated with Renewal Ministries have been given the 
great privilege of being used by the Lord to help many, 
many people come to the Lord and continue to follow 
Him. He has “appointed us to bear fruit” (Jn 15:16), and 
by His great grace and mercy, we are!

Thanks for all you do to further the kingdom in your 
daily lives and in your support of Renewal Ministries. 

KATHLEEN KITTLE
Renewal Ministries' Missions & 
Conference Administrator

Kath leen  K i t t l e  i s  Renewa l 
Ministries’ missions and conference 
administrator. Her ministerial 
activities include Unbound Prayer 
ministry, Bible study, leading a 
women’s discipleship group, and 
membership on her parish Alpha 
team. She is married and has two 
young adult children.
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 We want to be clear on the truly good news that God’s 
plan for human sexuality involves marriage between one 
man and one woman, and that sexual activity outside of 
godly marriage will exclude us from the kingdom of God 
unless we repent. 

 We want to draw from the depth of the Catholic Tradition 
the profound truths about growing in holiness, how we are 
all called to holiness, and that holiness is possible—and 
necessary! 

 We want to embody in our ministry, teaching, and preach-
ing the truth of the powerful work of the Holy Spirit, and 
how He gives gifts to all the faithful that we must use for 
the building up of the Church and the extension of the 
kingdom. 

 We affirm with St. John Paul II that the charismatic 
dimension of the Church, along with its institutional di-
mension, are both “co-essential” for its very constitution. 

 We want to not just preach and teach but pray with people 
for them to encounter the Lord in a deeper way. We want 
to live and communicate the truth of the Lord’s body and 
blood given to us in the Eucharist, and we want to honor 
Mary and benefit from her prophetic and evangelistic 
missions that continue today. 

 We want to continue to be inspired by the witness of Sts. 
Jacinta and Francisco and “become like children” in our 
whole-hearted response to Mary’s request to pray and 
sacrifice for the salvation of souls and reparation for sin.

 We want to continue to do what God has asked us to do; 
we want to fulfill the ministry He has given us.

 We want to continue—through television, radio, social 
media, books, booklets, CDs, DVDs, YouTube and Vimeo 
channels, and more—to speak the word of truth and love, 
and of salvation, in season and out of season. 

We will continue as best we can to obey Paul’s advice to 
Timothy:

I charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom: preach the word, be urgent in 

season and out of season, convince, rebuke, 
and exhort, be unfailing in patience and in 

teaching. For the time is coming when people 
will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for them-

selves teachers to suit their own likings, and 
will turn away from listening to the truth 

and wander into myths. As for you, always 
be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry. (2 Tm 4:1-5)

 We are interested not in promoting a particular move-
ment or experience, but in promoting the integral Catho-
lic faith as it comes to us through the apostles and as it is 
articulated in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. In par-
ticular, we are interested in including in our teaching and 
preaching those aspects of the Gospel that are often being 
ignored or denied today, such as the reality of heaven and 
hell; the eternal consequences of refusing to believe and 
repent; and the full truth about God’s mercy, that it must 
be responded to in faith and repentance in order to be 
effectively applied. 

PATRICIA TERHAAR
Renewal Ministries' Data Clerk Intern

Patr ic ia  Terhaar  is  Renewal 
Ministries’ interning data clerk 
and a full-time student at Eastern 
Michigan University. She is studying 
dietetics and is a member of the 
EMU forensics team.

ANILU SEROMIK
Renewal Ministries' Support Staff

Anilu Seromik helps Renewal 
Ministries with product orders and 
events. She also teaches Spanish 
and is involved in the middle school 
character formation program at a 
local Catholic school. She is married 
to Gary and has four children and 
six grandchildren.

Sr. Ann Shields

Renewal Ministries'
Leadership Team

THERESE JONES
Renewal Ministries' Administrative 
Assistant

Therese Jones is Renewal Ministries’ 
adminis trat ive  ass is tant  and 
receptionist. She and her husband, 
Dave, have six children and three 
grandchildren.

What will Renewal Ministries Do? 
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DR. PETER WILLIAMSON
Renewal Ministries' Special Collaborator

Dr. Peter Williamson teaches Sacred 
Scripture at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary. He also is an author and 
has been involved in international 
evangelization and ministry for over 
forty years.

1. An Asian Country
2. Australia 
3. Belarus
4. Botswana
5. Brazil
6. Cameroon
7. Croatia
8. Czech Republic
9. Egypt
10. Ethiopia
11. Gambia
12. Ghana 
13. Guatemala

14. Guinea-Bissau
15. Haiti
16. Hong Kong
17. Hungary
18. India 
19. Ireland
20. Israel
21. Kazakhstan
22. Kenya
23. Kyrgyzstan
24. Latvia
25. Lesoto
26. Liberia

27. Lithuania
28. Malawi
29. Malaysia
30. Mexico
31. Mozambique
32. Namibia
33. Oman
34. Papua New Guinea

35. Poland
36. Romania
37. Rome
38. Rwanda
39. Samoa
40. Serbia
41. Slovakia
42. Slovenia
43. South Africa

44. St. Lucia
45. Tanzania
46. Turkey
47. Turkmenistan
48. Uganda
49. Ukraine
50. Vietnam
51. Zambia
52. Zimbabwe

The time, talent, and treasure of our Country Coordinators and the prayer 
and financial support of countless others has allowed us to complete

700+ MISSIONS IN OVER 50 COUNTRIES!

OUR COUNTRY COORDINATORS:

Deacon Xavier Chau Doan (50)

Tom Edwards (8, 41, 45)

Lloyd & Nancy Greenhaw (2, 4, 10, 15, 
26, 31, 34, 38, 39, 48, 51, 52)

Peter Herbeck (27)

John Kazanjian (44, 46)

Deacon Zoltan Kunszabo (7, 17, 40)

Tiberius Majoros (36)

Jim "Butch" Murphy (30)

Peter Newburn (6)

Emmanuel Tamakloe (11, 12, 14)

Donald Turbitt (3, 19, 24, 29, 35, 42, 49)

Bohumir Zivcak (21, 22, 47)

PACO GAVRILIDES
Renewal Ministries' Special Collaborator

Paco Gavrilides is a homiletics 
instructor at Sacred Heart Major 
Seminar y,  a speaker,  and an 
evangelist. He has been active 
in leadership formation, men’s 
ministry, family ministry, and more. 

Professor at
Sacred Heart

Major
Seminary

Professor at
Sacred Heart

Major
Seminary

Sr. Ann Shields

Renewal Ministries'
Leadership Team

HEATHER SCHULTZ
Renewal Ministries' Editor

Heather Schultz is the editor for 
Renewal Ministries. She is married 
to Doug and has five children.
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Our Focus: Salvation of Souls

We want to continue to do all we can 
to strengthen seminarians, deacons, 
priests, and bishops by responding 

to requests 
to do clergy 
s tudy  day s 
and convoca-
tions, deacon 
retreats, and 
Life in the 
Spirit Semi-

nars for seminarians. We have con-
ducted these sessions in more than 
thirty dioceses in the US and Canada, 
and in many overseas dioceses as well. 
As I write this, I’ve just received a re-
port on the recent retreat for seminar-
ians that we made possible in Uganda; 
eighty-nine seminarians from across 
the country attended and experienced 
a real deepening in their spiritual 
lives, as well as the Holy Spirit and the 
urgency of evangelization.  

We want to continue to write and 
publish books, booklets, and scholarly 
and popular articles that advance the 
cause of the Gospel. Take a look at the 
enclosed reply card to get a feel for the 
expansive offering of resources we have 
created that are currently available. A 
number of our books are being used in 
universities, colleges, seminaries, high 
schools, study groups, and by hundreds 
of thousands of individuals. We are 
concerned with the salvation of souls, 
and all we do has that as its main focus. 

CHRIS BAKER
i.d.9:16 Director of Operations

Chris Baker, i.d.9:16’s director 
of operations, has an Executive 
Master’s  Degree in Business 
Administration from Benedictine 
College. He served as a FOCUS 
missionary, has led and spoken at 
retreats and large group gatherings 
for both high school youth and 
young adults, and helped create 
and implement a diocesan-level 
Leadership Institute for Young 
Adults for the Diocese of Grand 
Rapids. Chris and his wife, Afton, 
had their first child this year. 

PETE BURAK
i.d.9:16 Director

Pete Burak is the director of i.d.9:16; 
a frequent speaker on discipleship, 
evangelization, and young adult 
topics; and the co-director of Pine 
Hills Boys' Camp. Pete and his wife, 
Cait, have four children.

i.d.9:16

Sr. Ann Shields

Renewal Ministries'
Leadership Team

EMILY BACHELOR
Renewal Ministries' & i.d.9:16's 
Graphic Designer, & Pine Hills Camp 
Administrator

Emily Bachelor is the graphic 
designer for Renewal Ministries 
and i.d.9:16. She is also the head 
administrator for Pine Hills Girls' 
Camp. She and her husband, Jeff, 
have one daughter.

Renewal 
Ministries, 
i.d.9:16, & 
Pine Hills

Girls' Camp

Commitment To Missions

We want to continue to help strength-
en the Church by our various annual 
missions to more than forty countries. 
Once we get involved in a country, we 
stay with them as long as we can help. 
For some countries, like Lithuania, we 
have been helping for almost thirty 
years. We want to continue to work with 
dedicated brothers and sisters through-
out the world, our country coordina-
tors, and others, who so generously give 
of their time in working side-by-side 
with us in our international missions. 

While the main focus of our mission 
is evangelization, we also help with 
people’s physical needs whenever pos-
sible. We do so regularly in our four an-
nual mission trips to Mexico, in which 
we focus on meeting peoples’ needs 
for food and medicine, clothing, and 
shoes. In other countries, particularly 
in Africa, we also are often able to 
assist people who attend our events 
with meals, toiletries, transportation, 
and lodging. One of the members of 
our Tanzania mission teams has even 
played a significant role in bringing 
much-needed wells and clean drinking 
water to the country! 

We also, through the gifted people the 
Lord has joined to us, are able to do 
really important and ground-breaking 
“pro-life” education in many African 
countries that are being bullied by 
Western secular government to intro-
duce abortion into their cultures. 

44. St. Lucia
45. Tanzania
46. Turkey
47. Turkmenistan
48. Uganda
49. Ukraine
50. Vietnam
51. Zambia
52. Zimbabwe

TRUSTWORTHY
RESOURCES

RENEWAL MINISTRIES' APP
Available through iTunes App Store, 
Google Play, & Amazon Appstore

WEBSITE
renewalministries.net

ARTICLE INDEX
renewalministries.net/articleindex

BLOG
renewalministries.net/wordpress

ONLINE STORE
renewalministries.net/store

FACEBOOK
facebook.com/CatholicRenewal

Ministries

YOUTUBE
youtube.com/renewalministriesrm

i.d.9:16



KATELYN MILLER
i.d.9:16 Director of Chapters

Kate lyn  Mi l ler  i s  a  chapter 
coordinator for i.d.9:16. She spent 
three years working as a FOCUS 
missionary and is originally from 
Nashville, Tennessee. She is engaged 
to be married in November!

EMILY MESSITER
i.d.9:16 Program Coordinator, Be Love 
Revolution Administrator, Pine Hills 
Girls' Camp Leadership Team

Emily Messiter is  a program 
coordinator for i .d.9:16,  an 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  B e  L o v e 
Revolution, and on the leadership 
team for Pine Hills Girls' Camp.

i.d.9:16, 
Be Love 

Revolution, 
& Pine Hills 
Girls' Camp

Sr. Ann Shields

Renewal Ministries'
Leadership Team

JENNY ZICK
i.d.9:16 Chapter Coordinator

Jenny Zick is a chapter coordinator 
for i.d.9:16 who received her 
Master of Arts in Theology from the 
University of Notre Dame through 
the Echo program. Jenny met her 
husband at an i.d.9:16 Disciples’ 
Night. 

8

We want to be a truly cross-generational 
ministry involving fellow disciples from 
each of the generations—from the 
Greatest Generation, to Baby Boom-
ers, to Generation X, to Millennials, to 
Generation Z, and to whatever else they 
name the next group of young people.
We want to work side-by-side with 
old and young, to witness to and 
extend the love of the body of 
Christ in our relationships and 
in our ministry.

We are significantly investing in reach-
ing younger generations through 
i.d.9:16, which now has eighteen chap-
ters in the US and Canada. We want to 
be a voice for truly solid young adult 
ministry, and we are given many oppor-
tunities to do this through invitations 
to conferences, diocesan and parish 
training retreats, Bishops’ Advisory 
Councils, and even an international 
consultation on young adult ministry 
in Rome. 

As the world targets younger and 
younger children, we are grateful that 
our ministry has extended to younger 
groupings of middle-school and high-
school-aged boys and girls, and young 
men and women, through the boys' 
and girls' camps that Pete Burak and 
Debbie Herbeck have led for many 
years—which bring hundreds of boys 
and girls to an encounter with Christ—
that we have supported and been 

Cross-Generational Ministries 

18
CHAPTERS
IN THE US & CANADA

BARN PARTY

MEXICO 
MISSION

DISCIPLES' 
NIGHT

INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION ON YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

i.d.9:16 i.d.9:16
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RACHEL HERBECK
i.d.9:16 Chapter Coordinator & Pine 
Hills Camp Activities Director

Rachel Herbeck is an i.d.9:16 
chapter coordinator. She has worked 
extensively in youth ministry and 
speaks at youth and young adult 
retreats, conferences, and events in 
the US and Canada. She has worked 
for multiple pro-life and political 
organizations both in Minnesota and 
Washington DC.

DEBBIE HERBECK
Leader of Be Love Revolution & 
Director of Pine Hills Girls' Camp

Debbie Herbeck is the co-founder 
and leader  of  the  Be  Love 
Revolution; the director of Pine 
Hills Girls’ Camp; and speaks 
extensively about spiritual growth, 
discipleship, and her journey from 
Judaism to Catholicism. She and her 
husband, Peter, have four children 
and seven grandchildren. 

Be Love 
Revolution

& 
Pine Hills

Girls' Camp

AFTON BAKER
i.d.9:16 Program Coordinator

Afton Baker is a wife, new mother, 
and program coordinator for 
i.d.9:16. She served as a FOCUS 
missionary at the University of 
Florida and worked for the Diocese 
of Grand Rapids in the offices 
of Catholic Schools and Pastoral 
Services.
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actively involved with for about three 
decades now! In fact, this outreach 
has been actively growing through 
the Be Love Revolution ministry for 
girls and a similar group, called Zion, 
that we are beginning for boys. These 
ministries currently are mainly incu-
bating here in Ann Arbor, but this is 
often the seedbed out of which things 
develop that we can share with wider 
groups, as was the case with i.d.9:16. In 
fact, new Be Love Revolution chapters 
have already begun in Maryland and 
Lansing, Michigan. 

One of the reasons we have been able 
to expand our work with young people 
so rapidly is that many of those now on 
staff with us have been able to raise a 
good part of their salaries from friends, 
relatives, and fellow parishioners, 
which we are able to supplement with 
health insurance coverage. 

We are seeing in all this the outlines of 
the Lord’s “succession plan” for Renew-
al Ministries. I continue to be in good 
health and have seen no diminishment 
of energy, and I feel very confident if 
anything happened to me, Peter Her-
beck would be able to step into overall 
leadership—which he already shares 
with me—without missing a beat. And 
as you know, we have other promising 
young people, like Pete Burak, coming 
up behind Peter, as well as an excellent 
board that will continue to care for the 
ministry during whatever may come. 

 BOYS' CAMP  GIRLS' CAMP

Be Love Revolution and Zion offer 
a next step in faith support when 

campers "graduate" from Pine Hills.

i.d.9:16 & 
Pine Hills

Girls' Camp
i.d.9:16



NATALIA COLLINS
Be Love Revolution and Pine Hills 
Girls' Camp Leadership Team

Natalia Collins works with Be Love 
Revolution to increase mission 
trips to Mexico City and Haiti, and 
other local service opportunities for 
young women. She also individually 
mentors and disciples girls; helps 
with organizing and running retreats, 
events, and small groups; and is a 
long-time member of the Pine Hills 
Girls’ Camp Leadership Team.

Be Love 
Revolution

& 
Pine Hills

Girls' Camp

Sr. Ann Shields

Renewal Ministries'
Leadership Team

MOLLY MARROW
Be Love Revolution's & Pine Hills 
Girls' Camp Worship Leader

Molly Marrow is the Be Love 
Revolution’s worship leader. Molly 
recently recorded an album of 
Christian music entitled Lead Me, 
with themes of meditation and 
worship. Her desire is to spread the 
Gospel message and the love of God 
through music and ministry.
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ELIZABETH MUISE
Be Love Revolution's Creative Director

Elizabeth Muise is the creative 
director for the Be Love Revolution 
and serves as a counselor for Pine 
Hills Girls' Camp. She also helps 
plan and run events, speaks at 
retreats, and mentors young women.

Healing Wounds 

We are acutely aware that many of our fellow Catholics, 
our fellow human beings, are suffering from wounds of the 
past, abuse, rejection, isolation, sins they have committed 
and sins committed against them, trauma, disappointment, 
and evils beyond mentioning. We have long been grate-
ful for the simple method of biblically based prayer that 
the “Unbound” ministry has developed. We have recom-
mended this simple method to those working with us and 
are happy recently to have received as part of the Renewal 
Ministries’ family the Live Free Unbound Ministry, which 
has helped thousands of people throughout the state of 
Michigan and elsewhere at home and abroad. Inspired by 
the work of our good friend Neal Lozano and his interna-
tional ministry, “Heart of the Father,” John and Michelle 
Kazanjian have conducted conferences and trained many 
teams who are able to pray responsibly with people to help 
them get free from the various bondages that sometimes 
beset us all. A number of us have gone through their train-
ing program and benefitted from it quite a bit. 

The Kazanjians have served with us in many ways over the 
years. John is one of our country coordinators, and they 
both have helped train people who work with us in mis-
sions. Their ministry has reached a point where they can 
benefit from Renewal Ministries' administrative and legal 
structure, as well as the closer spiritual fellowship and dis-
cernment available to those serving with us. They maintain 
a cooperative relationship with the Lozanos and Heart of 
the Father as they move forward into a more intentionally 
Catholic mission, situated within the context of the New 
Evangelization. We look forward to the new opportunities 
that will open up as a result of us serving together more 
closely in the broader work of Renewal Ministries, now 
very much enriched by the addition of John and Michelle 
and the many they have trained.

Co-Workers for the Harvest 

We also want to acknowledge our fellow ministries, which 
inspire and teach us, and with which we are blessed to be 
engaged in the same battle for holiness and evangelization. 

 Christlife, led for many years by our good friend Dave 
Nodar (www.christlife.org)

 Divine Renovation (www.divinerenovation.net), led by 
our friend and Canadian Board Member Fr. James Mallon

 Companions of the Cross and their bishop “graduates,” 
such as Bishop Scott McCaig, who is one of our Canadian 
Board members and a frequent mission team member 

 “Heart of the Father” Unbound Ministry led by Neal 
Lozano

 Franciscan University of Steubenville, led by its new pres-
ident, Fr. Dave Pivonka, one of our US board members

 Come and See Catholic Bible Study, developed by our 
American board members Laurie Watson Manhardt, 
PhD and Sharon Doran (www.catholicbiblestudy.net)

 Seeking Truth Bible Study, founded by Sharon Doran 
(www.seekingtruth.net)

 Catholic Way Bible Study, developed by Lavinia Spirito, 
one of our mission teachers (www.cwbs.org)

 St. Paul Center for Biblical Studies (led by Scott Hahn)

 FOCUS (led by Curtis Martin)

 Family Mission Company (led by the Summers family)

 EWTN, with which we've had a longstanding relationship

 Al Kresta and Ave Maria Radio

There’s a lot happening, and there are many signs of hope. 

Be Love 
Revolution

& 
Pine Hills

Girls' Camp

Be Love 
Revolution

&
Pine Hills

Girls' Camp



JOHN & MICHELLE KAZANJIAN
Live Free Unbound Ministry's Directors

John Kazanjian is the mission 
director for Live Free Unbound. He 
also serves as a country coordinator 
for Renewal Ministries in Turkey 
and St. Lucia. 

Michelle Kazanjian serves as the 
ministr y and training director 
of Live Free Unbound Ministry, 
which involves teaching, training, 
coordinating ministry, and creating 
materials for all of the above. 

John and Michelle have five 
daughters and seven grandchildren.

Live Free
Unbound
Ministry

ADRIEL GONZALEZ
Zion's Co-Leader

Adriel Gonzalez is the co-leader 
of Renewal Ministries’ outreach to 
high school boys. He has worked in 
youth ministry in various capacities 
for a decade. Since his reversion to 
the faith, his passion has been to 
protect, defend, and promote the 
family in society by forming boys 
into true men.

Sr. Ann Shields

Renewal Ministries'
Leadership Team

JOEY McCOY
Zion's Director

Joey McCoy has been involved with 
Renewal Ministries for many years, 
becoming a full-time member of 
the i.d.9:16 team in 2017. He is now  
the director of a new outreach of 
Renewal Ministries to high school 
boys. Joey is married to Elise and 
they have two sons.

Zion
High School 

Boys'
Outreach
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The Church in its turn must pass through the testing of faith, must 

stand alone before God far from the world, in order to be rooted in Christ, 

in God. These are the questions asked: will the Church dare to believe in 

the Word of God, even when it seems to be a folly, a scandal, the stupid-

ity of a prescientific age in the eyes of the world’s learned ones? Will it 

have the courage to hope in God when human hope is gone, and re-

nounce human support if need be? Can it love God more than the world 

and all it offers, more than itself . . . The crucial point in the encounter 

between Christianity and the modern world is found in the affirmation 

and audacious preaching of the supernatural, other-worldly character of 

faith in Jesus Christ. . . . In the measure in which it avoids detachment 

and the transcendence of human values in order to remain bonded to the 

world . . . Whatever upheaval illusions, books it may produce, it is self-

condemned to spiritual sterility. It recoils before the cross of Christ.3

//Servais Pinckaers, OP

NOTES:

1. Emil Lippe, “Michigan residents leaving 
the Catholic Church as many turn away 
from religion,” MLive.com, last modified 
April 29, 2019, mlive.com/news/2019/04/
Michigan-residents-leaving-the-catholic-
church-as-many-turn-away-from-religion.
html.

2. Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Faith and 
the Future (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 
2010), 116-118, Kindle.

3. Servais Pinckaers, OP, The Sources of 
Christian Ethics (Washington DC: The 
Catholic University of America Press, 
1995), 313-315.“

”

Please Pray...
For young people to discover 
the beauty and truth found in the 
Catholic Church.

That we may “all continue to 
give ourselves to the Lord in all 
the everyday ways that present 
themselves, and persevere to the 
end.”

For the prayer intentions of 
all our supporters and their 
family members, especially as 
they face the challenges of ill-
ness and economic uncertainty.







Gratitude and Prayer

Your support makes the work of Renewal Ministries possible, and we thank 
you for it. In a time of confusion and discouragement, we want to continue 
to be a voice of truth and a reason for hope, a light in the darkness. You 
have made it possible. We commit ourselves as we approach our fortieth 
anniversary to continue the mission, even more so, as the Lord adds to our 
numbers and continues to open doors.

Let’s pray that all of us in the Church today are able to make the courageous 
decisions needed in the face of great pressure to the contrary to remain 
faithful to Jesus Christ and not deny Him before men! How prescient the 
words of the great Dominican moral theologian Servais Pinckaers, who died 
a few years ago, were in pinpointing the important decisions now facing 
the Church—and every Christian!

Zion
High School 

Boys'
Outreach



Grand Rapids, MI
Women Leaders Retreat*
Sept. 14
Debbie Herbeck

Toulouse, France
Colloquium, University of Toulouse*
Sept. 16
Mary Healy

Miami, FL
Clergy Convocation*
Sept. 17-19
Ralph Martin

Houston, TX
Legatus*
Sept. 17
Debbie Herbeck

Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Legatus*
Sept. 18
Ralph Martin

Steubenville, OH
Bishops Conference for Evangelizing 
Dioceses*
Sept. 19-20
Peter Herbeck

Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
St. Pius X Women’s Retreat
Sept. 20-22
Dr. Mary Healy
Details: stpiuscda.org/

www.renewalministries.net
P.O. Box 1426  Ann Arbor, MI 48106  phone 734-662-1730       In Canada  P.O. Box 400 Station U Toronto, ON M8Z 5Y8  phone 416-251-4255

On the Road

Ann Arbor, MI
The Choices We Face Filming for 2020 
Season*
Sept. 3-26
Ralph Martin, Peter Herbeck

Nashville, TN
Blessed is She Shine Retreat
Sept. 6-8
Debbie Herbeck
Details: blessedisshe.net/retreat

Teresina, Brazil
CCR Brazil Golden Jubilee
Sept. 7-8
Dr. Mary Healy
Details: rccbrasil.org.br/eventos

Island of Malta
Priests’ Retreat*
Sept. 8-13
Ralph Martin

Cincinnati, OH
Legatus*
Sept. 10
Pete Burak

Toledo, OH
Millennial Church Conference
Sept. 12
Pete Burak

Long Island, NY
Catechetical Congress
Sept. 14
Dr. Mary Healy
Details: drvc-faith.org

In the United States Episcopal Advisor
Archbishop Robert J. Carlson, St. Louis, MO

Chairman of the Board
Deacon Dan Foley

President
Ralph Martin

Episcopal Advisor
Cardinal Thomas Collins, Toronto, ON 

Chairman of the Board
Monsignor Gregory Smith, Vancouver, BC

In Canada

Renewal Ministries is a Catholic ministry committed to renewal and evangelization in 
the Church. It seeks to proclaim Jesus Christ through its TV and radio outreaches, as 
well as through books, conferences, retreats, and other international evangelistic events.

Editor  Design
Heather Schultz Emily Bachelor          © 2019 by Renewal Ministries

September 2019 ENGAGEMENTS

CONNECT   WITH US.. .


Visit our website— www.renewalministries.net 
for programs, blog, contact info, resources, & more!

Download the Renewal Ministries' App 
for easy access to all of the above Renewal Ministries' 
content and so much more!

MISSIONS

Papua New Guinea
Aug. 31-Sept. 21
Lloyd and Nancy Greenhaw

Ukraine
Sept. 11-23
Don Turbitt
___________________________

For more information about missions, 
contact Kathleen at 734-662-1730 ext. 132 
or kkittle@renewalministries.net



* Not open to the public. For a complete listing, visit: RenewalMinistries.net/Events

R E N E W A L  M I N I S T R I E S

Plymouth, MI
Our Lady of Good Counsel School 
Retreat
Sept 20-21
Debbie Herbeck

Lansing, MI
Diocese of Lansing Deacons’ Con-
vocation*
Sept. 20-22
Ralph Martin

Brooklyn, MI
Renewal Ministries’ Country Coor-
dinators’ Meeting*
Sept. 25-28
Ralph Martin, Peter Herbeck, Sr. 
Ann Shields, Dr. Mary Healy

Manhattan, NY
Archdiocesan Bible Summit
Sept. 28
Mary Healy
Details: nycatholicfaith.org/new-
york-catholic-bible-summit


