
After a hiatus due to the pandemic, 
we organized four Youth Adventure 
Camps in the summer of 2021. It was a 
challenge to bring in the optimal num-
ber of participants. The parents were 
still reluctant to let their children come 
to camp because of the virus. And yet, 
fewer participants allowed us to make 
camp much more personal and more 
profound for those who did attend. 
I’m still convinced that camps are the 
most effective form of reaching out to 
youth, but that doesn’t mean it’s easy. 
The rental fee for the camp facilities 
had been paid for the prior year, and 
we could not ask for more postpone-
ments, so we moved ahead, even with 
smaller numbers.  

HARD CHOICES 
We also began camp with fewer team 
members due to some hard choices I 
had to make regarding young adults 
who wanted to continue as leaders 
while living their lives and talking 
in such a way that they would not be 
good role models in the faith. I had 
no choice but to say, “It’s better if you 
don’t come.” The hard choices paid off 
quickly. At the first camp, participants 
exclaimed, “I want to be just like him/
her!” They asked when they could be-
come organizers themselves. We owe 
much of this to the faith of our team 
members. 

GREAT JOY 

The Holy Spirit always gave us ideas 
for what to do instead of the scheduled 
programs on the days when there was 
too much rain. I was especially glad 
that a team member gave a testimony 
each morning. For the first time ever, 
some participants indicated that they 
would also like to share their testimo-
nies. We were able to emphasize the 
spiritual programs and make sure they 
were of good quality. 

WANDERING CAMP 

This year, for the first time, we orga-
nized what I called “Wandering Camp.” 
During the pandemic, I came up with 
the idea of visiting specific locations 
with a van and a small number of 
participants for a short time. The ad-
vantages of a Wandering Camp are 
many: it eliminates camp rental costs, 
which are always huge; we aren’t in 
direct eyesight of the law; we get to see 
new places; and if the weather turns 
bad, we can simply leave. Due to fewer 
participants, this style of camp was 
much more personal; it was a positive 
experience for everyone. 
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Tibi speaks to the young people who 
attended one of four Youth Adventure 
Camps. Fewer participants due to Covid 
led to Christ’s message reaching deeper 
into their hearts!



PRIDE, JOY, AND STRENGTHENING 
The best summer moment for me was 
when Father József asked who wanted 
to go to confession before Holy Mass 
during the second camp. The partici-
pants were mainly searching for or not 
really practicing their faith. Everyone 
kept looking from the corners of their 
eyes at each other. Nobody moved. 
Finally, Eszter stood up and went with 
Father József to the middle of the camp, 
where she kneeled next to the priest in 
front of everybody. Even though she’s 
not my daughter, I felt like I would 
die of the pride I felt. The way this girl 
showed her faith in front of everyone 
was truly an example. Afterward, oth-
ers wanted to go to confession as well. 

The other thing that meant a lot to me 
was when we arrived home. The youth 
had hardly talked on the train, but 
when they arrived at the station and 
saw their parents, they started crying. 
They hugged each other and didn’t 
want to leave. 

I am convinced something happened 
in the camp, thanks to the grace of God. 
It seems we did something well. What 
is especially good is that the connec-
tions between these youths seem to 
be bearing fruit. Since camp, we have 
organized six meetings and a one-day 
hiking trip into the mountains. Also, 
from among the participants of the 
four camps, four youths decided to 
start the Wholeheartedly Youth Leader 
Training program. We never had even 
thirty participants in any of our camps, 
but I see that this was God’s will, and 
it was a good thing. The camps were 
much more personal, and the message 
reached deeper depths. 

THANK YOU 
I send my thanks to God and to you, 
dearly beloved brothers and sisters, 
for having made these camps possible 
for so many years!

“The edge of heaven. The camp radi-
cally changed me. The spirituality that 
our dear camp organizer and his help-
ers were able to ensure for us touched 
every camper. I experienced how much 
power caring, pure kindness, and a 
couple of good words can truly have. I 
managed to catch the ‛edge of heaven’ 
in those days because we came home 
with something more than just our 
shared experiences. We received some-
thing that will accompany us to the end 
of our lives. We experienced the close-
ness and power of God through com-
munity. Afterward, we rode home on 
the train with teary eyes since we would 
never long for anything else after tast-
ing these camps. A new measuring stick 
had been placed into our hands. I was 
able to take part in unforgettable pro-
grams in a community forged by love. 
I anxiously await the next occasion.”     

//Ann, a first-time participant 

“This was my first time in such a camp, 
and the way the others accepted me 
was wonderful. I would like to empha-
size their testimonies. I would have 
never guessed the hardships they had 
gone through, the way they undertake 
their faith, and the things they shared 
about how they’re made fun of by their 
peers because they’re different. They 
have all my respect for this. I’m con-
vinced that they will be the evangeliza-
tion leaders of the future. This should 

not be discontinued; their hands should 
not be let go. They have to be helped 
to hold fast. I went to camp with a per-
sonal crisis. Tibor had to really convince 
me to go. I’m not sure what happened 
to me, but I came back home as a dif-
ferent person. I still can’t explain it even 
today; I’ve changed.”           

//Magdalen, one of our cooks 

“New doors were also opened to me 
by strengthening my faith and getting 
closer to God, for which I am very grate-
ful. I will never forget the time spent, 
the joyful memories, and the fantastic 
people. I will cherish these in my heart.”  

//Cintia, a first-time participant 

“I’m glad that in the world we’re living 
in today, there are still places like this 
for youth where they can see beautiful 
places and experience the greatness 
of nature that God created for us. It’s 
wonderful seeing the joyful faces of the 
youth after all the adventure, games, 
team buildings, getting acquainted with 
each other, teachings, and testimonies. 
Also, they want to stay with each other, 
make their friendships everlasting, and 
learn more, because they experience 
something other than at home, school, 
or the world. The thing that touched 
me deeply was the fatherly care, love, 
attention, and security that the youth 
received and how they got to see what 
God’s care really means. This is the most 
important thing.” 
//Ileana, math teacher, one of our cooks
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TESTIMONIES
From Leaders & Participants


The youth greatly enjoyed the 
Youth Adventure Camps—even 
when they had to leave a field 
quickly due to too much rain!


