A LETTER»

FROM RALPH MARTIN

“The light shines
in the darkness,
and the darkness
has not
overcome it.”
(John 1:5)

Dear Challenged Disciples,

The temperature of the battle is rising—and with this letter, I want to give you my best
understanding of where we are in the war, as well as reasons to hope and how to help.

THE MASKS ARE OFF

“The fog of religion has been lifted,

the positions and numbers of both

armies can be observed: and real
shooting is now possible.”

//C.S. Lewis, The Decline of Religion

In the quote above, C.S. Lewis refers to the
ambiguity and false covering of “religion”
that is not real Christianity and can camou-
flage the actual battle going on under the
surface.

I remember when abortion supporters said
they wanted it to be “safe, legal, and rare.”
They acknowledged many of its negative
dimensions and claimed to only want it used
in truly difficult situations.

For many, though, that was merely a tactic;
it was never the true underlying conviction
of many in the pro-abortion movement. The
repeal of Roe v. Wade has exposed the fallacy
that there was a right to abortion in the US
Constitution. As a result, rage against God
and the moral law—the real rage underly-
ing the desire to kill babies—is coming out.
Abortion supporters boldly declare inde-
pendence from any moral norms except

those determined by the autonomous self.
A good analysis of how we got to this point
is provided in the book Strange New World
by Carl Trueman. While a serious book, it is
very readable and easily understood by the
educated Catholic.

A multitude of voices now claims the only
one with rights in the matter of abortion is
the pregnant woman, not the child. When it
is pointed out that there is another body now
in existence, abortion supporters no longer
deny it is a human person—the biological
science of that matter is increasingly difficult
to refute. They simply repeat the mantra,
“My body, my choice.”

Genuinely heartbreaking situations do sur-
round some pregnancies, but the solution
is never to kill another person. Once we
abandon the absolute moral law to not Kkill
innocent life, it becomes easier to rationalize
killing in a broad array of situations: already
born infants with health problems; girl ba-
bies who aren’t wanted; older people who
drain resources from their families and the
economy; and one day soon, perhaps those
who are “haters” and enemies of the state.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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The violence and hatred against Christ
and the Church are very much out in
the open now. In Canada this year,
more than sixty churches have been
attacked, and in the United States, there
have been many instances of attacks
on churches, defacing of statues of the
Virgin Mary, robbing of tabernacles,
firebombing of pregnancy counseling
centers, and more.

MONKEYPOX AND
SEXUAL REBELLION

Peter Herbeck posted an important
video on our YouTube Channel (re-
newalministries.net/monkeypox) that
compassionately explains how mon-
keypox is almost exclusively contract-
ed through gay male sexual activity
and results in terribly painful sores on
the body parts involved in such activity.
The disease’s initial outbreak has been
tied to raves, group sex, anonymous
sex, and multiple sexual partners. Pe-
ter lovingly invited those who may be
suffering from monkeypox to consider
if this shouldn’t be understood as a
“wake-up call” that this way of life can
never lead to satisfaction or happiness
and will have terrible consequences
not only in their bodies but also in
their souls. His message is relevant
not just for those suffering from the
latest plague of sexually transmitted
diseases but for all declaring their
independence from the will of God as
it pertains to marriage and sexuality.
Consider sharing it with those who may
be suffering from the consequences of
any such abandonment of God’s ways.

A profound rejection of God lies at
the root of sexual rebellion. Having
sex (any kind of sex—heterosexual,
homosexual, solitary, etc.) outside of
the faithful marriage of one man and
one woman, open to life, is a grave
offense against God's gift of sexuality
and causes grave damage to untold
millions of people. The Church still
theoretically believes this is the case
but in many places is weakening in
its conviction and even more so in
its courage.
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Some responses to the spread of
monkeypox reveal how many
people have completely rejected
any semblance of common sense
or the traditional moral truths once
held by virtually all the world’s
religions.

98% of monkeypox cases are

connected almost exclusively with
promiscuous gay sex.’

It took many months to stop talk-
ing about monkeypox in generali-
ties and tell the truth about who
was almost exclusively affected
by it. The fear was that if people
learned that ninety-eight percent
of cases were connected almost
exclusively with promiscuous
gay sex,' federal funds wouldn’t
be given to help alleviate it and
people might develop a prejudice
against gay sex. There was even
a concern that the knowledge
might cause people engaging in
such behavior to think there is
something wrong with their life-
style. There is often an extreme
unwillingness to suggest people
alter their sexual behaviors, even
for a time, to reduce the trans-
mission of a painful disease.

According to an article published
on NPR’s website, "The WHO (World
Health Organization) emergency
committee that had previously
considered whether to issue such
a declaration (making monkeypox
a public health emergency) was
unable to reach a consensus in
part because of concerns about the
risk of stigma, marginalization and
discrimination against the com-
munities hit hardest by the virus.”?

THE WHO offers the following
advice for protecting yourself and
others from monkeypox:

e (Limit) close contact with
people who have suspected
or confirmed monkeypox,
or with animals who could
be infected.

¢ Clean and disinfect environ-
ments that could have been
contaminated with the virus
from someone who is infec-
tious regularly.

¢ Keep yourself informed
about monkeypox in your
area and have open conver-
sations with those you come
into close contact (especially
sexual contact) with about
any symptoms you or they
may have.®

THE US CDC recommends quar-
antining and abstaining: “But that
can be very difficult with a disease
that can last four weeks.”* Specific
recommendations include:

e Limit your number of sex
partners to reduce your like-
lihood of exposure.

e Masturbate together at
a distance without touch-
ing each other and without
touching any rash.

e Have virtual sex with no
in-person contact.

e Consider having sex with
your clothes on or covering
areas where rash is pres-
ent, reducing as much skin-
to-skin contact as possible.
Leather or latex gear also
provides a barrier to skin-
to-skin contact; just be sure
to change or clean clothes/
gear between partners and
after use.’



One doctor felt the advice given
was so weak and irresponsible
that he spoke out publicly against
it, warning that if the spread
wasn’t stopped in the gay sex
networks it could spread more
widely and become the global pan-
demic it was falsely presenting as.

THE NEW YORK TIMES REPORTED,

Inside the (New York City
Health) department, officials
are battling over public mes-
saging as the number of mon-
keypox cases has nearly tri-
pled in the last week, nearly
all of them among men who
have sex with men. A few
epidemiologists say the city
should be encouraging gay
men to temporarily change
their sexual behavior while
the disease spreads, while
other officials argue that ap-
proach would stigmatize gay
men and would backfire.

According to the article,

Dr. Don Weiss, the direc-
tor of surveillance for the
department’s Bureau of
Communicable Disease . . .
believes the department
should advise those at risk
of monkeypox to temporar-
ily reduce their number of
partners, saying,

“We’re not telling
people what they
have to do
to be safe.”

His concerns are shared
by some of his colleagues,
emails and interviews show,
indicating growing frustra-
tion and pessimism within
the ranks of the health de-
partment as the window for
controlling New York City’s
monkeypox epidemic—the
largest such outbreak in
the United States—quickly
closes.”

e

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL,
Defend Us in Battle

HOW DEEP IS THE DARKNESS!

“The heart is deceitful above all things,

and desperately corrupt; who can
understand it? ‘I the Lord search the
mind and try the heart, to give every

man according to his ways, according
to the fruit of his doings” (Jer 17:9-10). :
They know it’s wrong but do it anyway!
How can I make this bold statement?

Because the Word of God, the only true
source of light in the world, tells us so.

The wrath of God is being re-
vealed from heaven against all
the godlessness and wickedness
of people, who suppress the truth
by their wickedness, since what
may be known about God is plain
to them, because God has made
it plain to them. For since the
creation of the world God’s invis-
ible qualities—his eternal power
and divine nature—have been
clearly seen, being understood
from what has been made, so
that people are without excuse.

For although they knew God,
they neither glorified him as
God nor gave thanks to him,
but their thinking became

Therefore God gave them over
in the sinful desires of their
hearts to sexual impurity for
the degrading of their bodies
with one another. They ex-
changed the truth about God
for a lie, and worshipped and
served created things rather
than the Creator—who is for-
ever praised. Amen.

Because of this, God gave them
over to shameful lusts. Even
their women exchanged natu-
ral sexual relations for unnatu-
ral ones. In the same way the
men also abandoned natural
relations with women and
were inflamed with lust for
one another. Men committed
shameful acts with other men,
andreceived in themselves the
due penalty for their error.

Furthermore, just as they did not
think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, so God gave
them over to a depraved mind,
so that they do what ought not
to be done. They have become
filled with every kind of wicked-
ness, evil, greed and depravity.
They are full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit and malice. They are
gossips, slanderers, God-haters,
insolent, arrogant and boastful;
they invent ways of doing evil;
they disobey their parents; they
have no understanding, no fidel-
ity, no love, no mercy. Although
they know God’s righteous
decree that those who do such
things deserve death, they not
only continue to do these very
things but also approve of
those who practice them. (Rom
1:8-30; emphasis mine)

futile and their foolish hearts
were darkened. Although they
claimed to be wise, they be-
came fools and exchanged the
glory of the immortal God for
images made to look like a mor-
tal human being and birds and
animals and reptiles.

Does the Church believe this today?
Yes, it does.

God has put in everyone a knowledge
of Himself and of what the Church
calls the “natural law.” Everyone has a
basic, moral instinct, which if followed

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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will lead to fuller understanding and
fulfillment, but which if ignored, bur-
ied, or rationalized will lead to deeper
darkness and frustration.

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church
puts it:

“But no one is deemed to be ignorant
of the principles of the moral law,
which are written in the conscience of
every man” (1860).

In the world today, we are seeing deep
darkness, deception, and complicity
in grave immorality that destroys the
body and soul of those who practice it.

Why isn't the Church boldly and com-
passionately proclaiming the answer
to this misery and darkness? Why
isn’t the Church coming to the rescue
of those suffering?

HAS THE ENEMY INFILTRATED
THE CHURCH?

There is something like a “fifth column”
in the Church, a network of high-rank-
ing prelates, low-ranking theologians
and pastoral ministers, and many or-
dinary Catholics who no longer believe
what God has revealed to us and what
the Church has taught faithfully for
two-thousand years. Many continue
to hold their ecclesiastical positions
while working to undermine Church
teaching, most particularly regard-
ing marriage and sexuality. (See my
video I Never Thought I’d See This
Happen, at renewalministries.net/IN-
everThought.)

I never thought I’d see such high-rank-
! ing cardinals and bishop openly declare A blind
: : to what has h d
i they don’t believe the Church’s teach- : re We DIng 1o WAAL 1as 1appene

ing on sexuality. Countless books have that have gone in this direction? Their
i been published that try to undermine :
: the Church’s understanding of Sacred :
i Scripture. If we lose our well-grounded
belief in the inspired Word of G(,)d’ world. The Episcopal Church in the
as many peol')le ‘have, we are adrift. United States, a branch of the world-
: We are building the house of :
: the Church on sand, not rock. :

We will keep accommodating to the tion and some of the resolutions they

i culture until the Church in parts of ,
the world where this is happening is there are probably many real believers
: washed away. (Thank God that in Po- :
i land and Africa, the Church is resisting

i this wave assaulting us!)

Ralph considers himself blessed to of-

fer encouragement to priests around

the world to stand strong in the faith,

like those pictured below at a confer-

ence sponsored by the St. Paul Center
for Biblical Theology.

A FALSE GOSPEL

in major Protestant denominations

numbers plummet and they make one
compromise after another until there
is little to distinguish them from the

wide Anglican Communion, recently
completed its eightieth general conven-
approved are appalling. Even though
in the church, it now can be called an

apostate church, a false church preach-
ing a false gospel.

The Church also has been cowed into The House of BlShOpS. concurreq with
.. . i the House of Deputies’ adoption of
i submission by the aggressiveness of the .

: i these Resolutions:

¢ culture and the exposure of our own
i grave sins. The complicity of bishopsin
i coveringup grave evil and the abuse of :
i so many children and adults by clergy
¢ has humiliated the Church, and rightly :
: so.Butdespite our humiliation, leaders : ) po76, which “denounces the work
in the Church whose hands are clean,
i and those whose hands weren’t clean
i buthave been cleansed by appropriate
: repentance and penance, need to not :

i be cowed or cowards any longer.

» D066, which advocates for unre-
stricted “gender affirming care. .. atall
ages” (endorsing the surgical and drug
mutilation of even young children).t

of Crisis Pregnancy Centers . . . (and)
apologizes for the Church’s previous
support of Crisis Pregnancy Centers.”®
This resolution made it out of commit-

tee but was not adopted by the general

convention.®

This radical pro-abortion spirit also
was amply expressed in other resolu-
tions adopted by the delegates and
the bishops that declared pregnancy
is dangerous and access to abortion is
important and should not be limited.!




This spirit, these beliefs, and these
decisions unfortunately are present
in many Christian churches. Now, in
response to the overturning of the con-
stitutional right to an abortion, these
apostate churches are claiming that
religious freedom guarantees them
the right to abortion. This perversion
of religion is severely condemned by
the Word of God—false prophets and
teachers, calling virtue vice and vice
virtue.

This false gospel also has penetrated
the Catholic Church. I've documented
this in my book A Church in Crisis: Path-
ways Forward. If you want a deeper
look into what’s going on, please read it.

SIGNS OF HOPE

I’ve just finished teaching summer
courses to priests who come from all
over the world to Sacred Heart Major
Seminary in Detroit, Michigan, to study
in an advanced degree program on
evangelization that I lead. The work
is both extremely demanding and im-
mensely rewarding. These priests are
hungry for more and absolutely devour
what we provide. Their locations and
work are diverse, but they are united
in their love of Christ and desire to
serve Him:

* A priest from Sydney, Australia, is
preparing to teach at his seminary.

* A priest from Tanzania is already
teaching at a seminary.

* One priest is both a spiritual director
and a seminary director of lay forma-
tion.

* One priest is responsible for many
diocesan offices in Los Angeles.

* One priest from New Jersey oversees
the training of future deacons and is a
chaplain at a university.

* One priest from a new religious order
is working in the jungles of Peru.

* One priest is part of a new Society
of Apostolic Life from Argentina that
is working on university campuses in
Oregon and Washington, DC.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

SIGNS OF HOPE

Ralph Martin recently invited the leaders of the following organizations to
speak to his class at Sacred Heart Major Seminary. We've provided each group's
website to help you learn more about the work they are doing and why Ralph
considers them signs of hope! (Above: Ralph with his Sacred Heart Major Seminary
class and Archbishop Allen Vigneron.)

Be Love Revolution (beloverevolution.com)

Be Love Revolution (BLR), an outreach of Renewal Ministries, works with primar-
ily middle-school and high-school-aged young women, to help them develop
a personal relationship with Jesus and grow into mature disciples.

Pine Hills Camp (pinehillscamp.com)

Pine Hills Camp is also an outreach of Renewal Ministries, with a thirty-five-
plus-year history. It is a week-long summer camp that helps junior-high youth
encounter Jesus and establish friendships that help them live as disciples.

Divine Renovation (divinerenovation.org)
Divine Renovation has helped thousands of priests and their parishes find new
hope, reverse decline, and help people know Jesus.

ChristLife (christlife.org)

ChristLife equips Catholics for the essential work of evangelization so that all
people might personally encounter Jesus Christ and be transformed into his
missionary disciples. The ChristLife Evangelization Process is a relational way
to make missionary disciples by helping people discover, follow, and share
Jesus Christ.

Unleash the Gospel (unleashthegospel.org)

Unleash the Gospel is a movement of missionary transformation developed
by the Archdiocese of Detroit based on a pastoral letter written by Archbishop
Allen Vigneron. The movement encompasses a great number of initiatives to
help people encounter Jesus, grow as disciples, and give witness to his love.

Encounter Ministries (encounterministries.us)

Encounter Ministries trains and disciples Catholics to demonstrate the love of
God through the power of the Holy Spirit in their sphere of influence. Through
its school of ministry, dynamic conferences, events, and ministries, Encounter
Ministries provides opportunities that empower disciples to love like Jesus.
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“T'll tell you a secret,
an open secret:
these world crises are
crises of saints.
God wants a handful
of men ‘of his own’
in every human activity.
Then. ..
pax Christi in regno Christi —
‘the peace of Christ
in the
kingdom of Christ.

m

// St. Josemaria Escriva

PLEASE PRAY

» That our hearts and minds may
be attuned with the Holy Spirit, so
He can show us the way to go, the
words to speak, and who He wants
us to reach out to in love.

» For the courageous faith of Pe-
ter when he walked on the water
toward Jesus. And that we will,
in times of trouble, also cry out,
“Lord, save me” (Mt 14: 30).

» For the prayer intentions of all
our supporters, their family mem-
bers, and their parish families.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

There are also wonderful parish priests
from Portland, Oregon; Lansing, Michi-
gan; and Bismarck, North Dakota.

During these weeks, I was able to bring
in—live or by Zoom—amazing men
and women who told of their work that

is having a big impact on the body of

Christ (read more about these organi-
zations on page five of this newsletter.)
Our own Be Love Revolution Director
Debbie Herbeck shared about how
their work is helping young women
grow closer to Christ. In fact, shortly
after meeting with my class, she led a
week-long camp that allowed over two-
hundred girls to experience conversion
and God’s immense love. Fr. James
Mallon, founder of Divine Renovation,
shared the immense challenges the
Church is facing today and how he is
helping more than seven-hundred par-
ishes around the world take small steps
to become more effective in evangeli-
zation. ChristLife Founder Dave Nodar
shared the instruments of conversion,
discipleship, and evangelization he’s
developed over the years that are now
being used by hundreds of parishes.
And what a joy to have Archbishop Al-
lan Vigneron join our last class to share
the amazing way the Holy Spirit has
worked over the past six years to lead
the whole archdiocese to grow closer
to Christ and more fully embrace his
call to evangelize!

These are wonderful men and women
who are true lights in the darkness—
and there are many like them all over
the world. When the prophet Elijah
was discouraged and thought he was
all alone in a culture taken over by the
demonic, the Lord reminded him that
there were actually seven-thousand
people who hadn’t bowed to the demon
Baal. It was still intimidating, but not
as bad as Elijah had thought!

It is going to get worse before it gets
better. All who shared with my class
acknowledged the power of secular
culture; the inertia of Church struc-
tures; and the oftentimes timidity,
passivity, and outright cowardice of
those in leadership. The trends are
powerful, and they are not good.
It is rare to find a place where the
Church has been changed from a
culture of “business as usual” to a
culture of Pentecost. At the same
time, everyone who presented to
my class acknowledged the power of
Christ and the hope that comes from
following Him. Every bit of progress,
every person helped to know Christ,
and every person encouraged to not
give in to the deception surrounding
us brings great joy to heaven!

Ralph recently spoke to Catholic
business owners at a Legatus meeting
in Cleveland, Ohio.




WHAT SHOULD WE DO?

“How long will you straddle the issue?
If'the Lord is God, follow him;
if Baal, follow him” (1 Kgs 18:21).

(I've devoted Chapter Five of A
Church in Crisis to this issue.)

We need to “stop straddling the is-
sue.” We need to make decisions. We
need to decide who we trust, what
we believe, and where we really are
in relationship to the glorious lord-
ship of Jesus. And then we must up
our game.

Every awake and alive bishop, priest,
deacon, and lay person must rise in
bold and joyful proclamation of the
Gospel, not afraid to identify lies and
deceptions, and not afraid to call us
all to greater repentance, fidelity, and
obedience to God’s high call to union
with Him. We must get over our fear
of people’s reactions. We must fear
God more than man. We must stop be-
ing paralyzed by the opposition and
recognize that the power at work in
us is greater than the power at work
in the world. We must stop waiting
for “someone else to do it.” If we are
a bishop or a priest near retirement,
we must stop giving in to the cowardly
temptation to leave the problem to
our successor. Now is the time! Souls
are perishing. Stand up and proclaim
clearly and with the authority of Jesus
the merciful truth that forgiveness is
available, that mercy is near, and that
now is the time!

Ralph presented at a conference
for priests, deacons, and
seminarians in Nebraska.

As Mary said at Fatima,

“Many souls go to hell, because
there are none to sacrifice them-
selves and to pray for them.”"*

Souls are going to hell. The darkness is
deep. The self-deception is deep. The
denial of reality is deep. The refusal
to really “follow the science” is deep.
The cowardice is great. The hatred of
Christ and the Church is great. The anti-
Christ is pulling out all the stops to gain
control of all the secular authorities of
the world and use them to crush Christ
and the Church. The Church is weak,
confused, divided, and infiltrated.

But we were born for such a time as
this. We all have a mission and pur-
pose. We all should have immense
and growing confidence in the provi-
dence of God, who is permitting all
this evil to bring it to a culmination of
even more severe chastisement with
the hope of widespread repentance
and revival. We all should be growing
in our love for our dear God, who is
so good and is doing much so that as
many as possible may be saved. Let’s
do all we can, in the peace and joy of
the Holy Spirit, to love one another
and all people.

Your challenged but hopeful brother,

E&%% Waitoe

Ralph
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EVENT

Sydney, Australia

Share the Holy Spirit

Online Conference

September 29-October 1

Dr. Mary Healy

Details: servantsofjesus.org/shs_2022

Fairfax, VA

National Day of Prayer Gathering
October 1

Ralph Martin

Details: Glenn Gamallo, jmjgabe7@aol.com

Steubenville, OH

St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology
Video Project*

October 4-6

Ralph Martin

Wichita, KS

Dodge City Diocesan Priests'
Conference*

October 4-6

Dr. Mary Healy

Denver, CO

SPES Bishops' Conference*
October 5-7

Peter Herbeck

Wilkes Barre, PA

Catholic Men’s Conference

October 7-8

Ralph Martin

Details: beacatholicman.com/conference

Ann Arbor, MI

Renewal Ministries USA Board of
Directors Meeting*

October 9-10

Ralph Martin, Peter Herbeck

& the Renewal Ministries' Team

L RENEWAL

+J4 MINISTRIES

Renewal Ministries is a Catholic ministry

committed to renewal and evangelization
in the Church. It seeks to proclaim Jesus
Christ through its TV, radio, and social
media outreaches, as well as through
books, conferences, retreats, and other

international evangelistic events.

OCTOBER 2022 For a complete listing of
events, visit RenewalMinistries.net/Events.

Steubenville, OH

Franciscan University of Steubenville
Vatican II Conference

October 11-12

Ralph Martin

Details: franciscan.edu

Phoenix, AZ

Caritatis & Veritas Foundation
National Award Honors*
October 14-15

Ralph Martin

Casper, WY

Wyoming Women’s Conference
October 14-15

Debbie & Rachel Herbeck

Details: wycatholicwomen.com/confer-
ence-details

Chicago, IL

Lectio Divina Conference:

The Annunciation, Mary as our Model
October 15

Dr. Mary Healy

Details: tinyurl.com/4w2n45cx

Tyler, TX

Diocese of Tyler Clergy Convocation*
October 19-21

Ralph Martin

Pasadena, CO

Encounter Transformation Night
October 22

Peter Herbeck

Details: encounterschool.org/losangeles

Colorado Springs, CO

Legatus National Men’s Enclave*
October 25-28

Ralph Martin

STAY CONNECTED WITH US:

© YOUTUBE
youtube.com/renewalministriesrm

@ FACEBOOK
@CatholicRenewalMinistries

INSTAGRAM
instagram.com/renewalministries

O APP

subsplash.com/renewalministries/app

LJ WEBSITE
Visit us at: www.renewalministries.net

www.renewalministries.net

D LIFT JESUS HIGHER RALLY
BACK IN PERSON

TORONTO
MARCH 4, 2023

'''''

Details: www.ljhr.ca

Findlay, OH

Men’s Evening of Reflection
October 26

Pete Burak

Details: findlaystmichael.org

Plymouth, MI

Be Love Revolution Annual Fundraiser
October 28

Debbie Herbeck & the Be Love Revolution
Team

Details: beloverevolution.com

Toronto, Canada

St. Augustine Seminary Weekend
Recollection™

October 28-30

Dr. Mary Healy

* Not open to the public.

Rwanda
October 5-23
Lloyd & Nancy Greenhaw
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